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SUBJECT: RHODESIA CONFERENCE 

1 . FOLLOWING ARE ADDITIONAL TALKING POINTS TO USE WITH 
RICHARD: 

A. - THE SECRETARY HOPES THE PATRIOTIC FRONT ACCEPTS 
YOUR LATEST FORMULATION ON THE INDEPENDENCE DATE, AS THE 
ONLY LOGICAL THING TO DO NOW IS TO FOLLOW THE COURSE 
INDICATED IN THE LAST SENTENCE OF YOUR STATEMENT, THAT IS, 

TO COME BACK TO THE QUESTION OF FIXING A FIRM DATE AFTER 
AGREEING ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT. 

B. - WASHINGTON IS CONCERNED AT THE REFUSAL 

OF THE PATRIOTIC FRONT AND CERTAIN OTHER AFRICANS TO MOVE 
ON TO OTHER SUBJECTS WITHOUT HAVING THE INDEPENDENCE DATE 
ISSUE SETTLED ONE WAY OR ANOTHER. 

C. - OUR FEAR IS THAT FURTHER BLOWUPS WILL BE MADE 
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A TIME AND SETTLING EACH ONE BEFORE MOVING ON. 

D. - WE BELIEVE THE BEST STRATEGY IS TO KEEP ALL ISSUES 

OPEN UNTIL NEARER THE END OF THE CONFERENCE, WHEN THE TIME 
COMES TO PUT THE FINAL PACKAGE TOGETHER. THAT WAY ONE 
KEEPS OPEN THE POSSIBILITY OF TRADE-OFFS BETWEEN DIFFERENT 
POSITIONS ON DIFFERENT ISSUES. 

E. - IS THERE ANY WAY WE CAN HELP CONVINCE THE AFRICANS 
TO KEEP THIS FLEXIBILITY IN THEIR OWN INTERESTS AND IN THE 
INTEREST OF HAVING THE NEGOTIATIONS SUCCEED? 

2. IF PROSPECTS ARE THAT RICHARD'S MOST RECENT FORMULA- 
TION WILL BE REJECTED, CREATING PRESSURES FOR ADJOURNMENT, 
YOU MAY ADD FOLLOWING POINTS: 

A. - WE BELIEVE EVERY EFFORT SHOULD BE MADE TO AVOID FOR- 
MAL ADJOURNMENT OF THE CONFERENCE, AS WE ARE DUBIOUS THAT 
IT CAN BE BROUGHT BACK TOGETHER AGAIN. 

B. - WOULD IT BE FEASIBLE, IF NECESSARY. TO PROPOSE AN 
ADJOURNMENT OF ONLY A FEW DAYS FOR FURTHER CONSULTATIONS, 
GIVING US TIME TO GO BACK TO THE FRONT LINE STATES AND 
URGE THEM TO ADVISE THE NATIONALISTSTO TAKE UP OTHER 
ISSUES WITHOUT AN AGREED STATEMENT ON THE INDEPENDENCE 
ISSUE? 

C. - AT THIS STAGE WE BELIEVE THIS WOULD BE PREFERABLE 
TO THE OPTION OF TRYING TO CONTINUE THE TALKS WITH THE 
MORE MODERATE DELEGATIONS. WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

D. - WE WOULD ALSO NEED TO CONSULT WITH THE RHODESIAN 
DELEGATIONS AND THE SOUTH AFRICANS TO APPRISE THEM OF 
OUR ASSESSMENT AND STRATEGY. KISSINGER 
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